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PURPOSE: The purpose of this guideline is to provide guidelines for deployment of the Air Taser by members of the Marshall Police Department for police purposes.

___________________________________________________________________________________

POLICY: It is the policy of the Marshall Police Department that employees will follow Departmental policy, and guidelines in their use of Air Taser for police purposes.  Only Departmentally approved Air Tasers, holsters, ammunition will be used by members of this Department for police purposes.  Departmental employees will train and meet Departmental qualification requirements for Air Taser used for police purposes.

___________________________________________________________________________________

OPERATING GUIDELINE:
A.
 Information:  The Air Taser is deployed as an additional police tool and is not intended to replace firearms or self-defense techniques.  The Air Taser is a defensive weapon listed on the force continuum at the same level as chemical aerosol.  It is located between soft empty hand and hard empty hand techniques.  The decision to use Air Taser is the same as the decision to use chemical spray or a baton.  An officer justified in using chemical spray and or a baton is justified in using the Air Taser.  The Air Taser may be used to control a dangerous or violent subject when deadly physical force does not appear to be justified and/or necessary;  or subdue the subject by other conventional tactics have been, or will likely be, ineffective in the situation at hand; or there is reasonable expectation that it will be unsafe for officers to approach within contact range of the subject.  Staff who carry Air Tasers are to be responsible for the handling of the weapon in order to prevent the unintentional discharge through carelessness.  

B. Procedure:

The following provisions are established: 

1. Air Tasers shall be issued to and used only by officers who have completed the Department’s Air Taser Training Program.  

2. To maintain control of equipment, Air Tasers shall be signed out at the beginning of an Officers shift and signed back in at the end of the Officers shift.  

3. Only properly functioning and charged Air Tasers shall be issued for field use (The battery checker should only be checked after the cartridge is removed).  

4. All Air Tasers and associated equipment shall be secured when not in use.

5. The Air Taser emits an electrical charge so it should not be used in areas that are potentially flammable (example fuel on the ground, natural gas leak exposed fuel supply etc).  The Air Taser should not be used on females that appear to be pregnant except in circumstances where deadly force would be justified.  Deployment of the Air Taser will result in loss of muscle control and should not be used in circumstances where the subject(s) position would result in a substantial likelihood of great bodily harm or death unless the use of the deadly force would be justified.  

6. Each discharge, including accidental discharges, of an Air Taser shall be investigated and documented utilizing a Non-lethal Control Devices Incident Report, which will be on the server.

B.
Air Taser Instructors Responsibilities:   The Instructor who has trained officers who deployed with Air Taser shall:

1. Review each use of an Air Taser by an officer.

2. Ensure training on non-lethal devices is provided as needed. 

      A:  Training – Basic certification for the Air Taser will be conducted by a Department Air Taser             

      Instructor.

3. Air Taser refresher training will be conducted on a yearly basis by the Air Taser Certified Instructor(s).

4. Monitor the use of Air Tasers and related tactics.  

5. Establish and maintain records of training of the M26 Air Taser.

6. Return defective or damaged Air Tasers and Air Cartridges to the supplier.

7. Maintain supply of the Air Taser Cartridges for training and for field use.

8. Inspect and ensure the maintenance and replacement of the Air Taser devices assigned to field operations.

C. Sergeant’s Responsibilities:

1.  Ensure proper procedures are followed with the Air Taser.

2. Inform Communications of officer’s names with Air Taser capability.

3. Ensure that Air Tasers are returned from field use and are in proper working order and battery checker blinks, prior to re-issuance.  

4. Ensure that officers who use the Air Taser complete a Non-lethal Control Devices Incident Report. 

5. Review each incident and Non-lethal Control Devices Incident Report with Instructor and Officer when an Air Taser has been fired.

6. Forward a copy of the incident report to the Director of Public Safety for review.

D. Officers discharging an Air Taser shall:
1.   Persons who have been subjected to the Air Taser, or the probes, shall be treated as follows: 

A. Notify the on duty supervisor, if no supervisor is on duty contact should be made as soon as practical to a supervisor or the Director of Public Safety.  

B. Medical attention should be obtained when circumstances merit.  Officers must be aware that one easily overlooked aspect of injury in shooting a subject with an Air Taser is that of falling from a standing position.  A thorough physical examination with particular emphasis on injuries secondary to the fall should be performed.  If the deployment of the Air Taser results in an imbedded barb in soft tissue such as the neck, face or groin, the subject should receive treatment from trained medical personnel for removal.  Subject’s injuries shall be photographed and the film secured as evidence.

C. The expended barbs and cartridges shall be recovered and placed into evidence.  The barbs should be treated, as “sharps” and biohazard protocol should be followed.

D. A use of Force Report shall be completed and given to the supervisor on duty.
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Robert A. Yant


Director of Public Safety
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